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San Diego, California-based photographer and filmmaker John Rowe has traveled the world photographing 
some of its most fascinating people and their cultures. These travels include Africa, Southeast Asia, India, 
Papua New Guinea, Mongolia, China and Japan. John is also a successful businessman who founded and 
managed several companies that developed software and digital media for the entertainment industry.   
 
John Rowe was born and raised in Los Angeles. During the Vietnam War, upon enlisting in the Navy Reserve, 
he was sent to the U.S. Navy School of Photography in Pensacola, Florida. Returning to civilian life, he 
studied management at the University of Southern California. He left in the middle of his senior year to join 
the staff of a former U.S. Secretary of State to assist with coordination and security for his national and 
international travels. Through this position, John was exposed to travel in many different areas of the world.  
 
Upon returning to Southern California, John was hired in 1981 by SNK Games, a major Japanese video game 
publisher that wanted to open an office in California. John directed their entry into the U.S. market for 
distribution of their software, and subsequently served as executive vice president.  

Five years later, John launched his own company, Tradewest, serving as co-founder and president. He directed 
the creation, development and manufacture of video games published for arcades, Nintendo, Sega and Sony. 
After being acquired by WMS Industries, John directed product development for Midway Home 
Entertainment, the fourth largest video game publisher in the world. There, he served as vice chairman, 
director of product development. 

In 2001, John founded and served as president of High Moon Studios, an entertainment software studio which 
created video games and computer-animated short films. After working in the entertainment industry for 25 
years, John sold High Moon Studios to Vivendi Universal in 2005.   

Photographic & Humanitarian Work in Africa and the Omo Valley of Ethiopia 

Having taken photos his whole life, John was now able to devote all of his time to his passion of photography. 
For the past decade, John has been assembling a comprehensive body of photographic work on the indigenous 
and tribal cultures from around the world — portraying the beauty and humanity of the people and the places 
he has visited with the keen eye of an artist.  www.johnrowephoto.com   

During his photographic travels, he came to deeply understand the effects of encroaching development and 
witness the profound cultural changes taking place in the communities of the indigenous people. As John says, 
“Their worlds are changing very rapidly, primarily as the modern world starts to come in around them. This is 
really the last opportunity in many of these places to see people in their native cultures.” 

John’s journey to Southwest Ethiopia in 2004 to photograph the tribes of the Omo Valley dramatically 
changed his life’s direction and narrowed his focus to this region, which has been called “Africa’s last 
frontier” by National Geographic. On that first trip to the Omo Valley, Lale Labuko (from the Kara tribe) was 
John’s guide and translator. John has since made many trips to The Omo with Lale as his guide, often 
spending months at a time in the villages.   

After Lale shared with John the secret practice of Mingi (infanticide in the Kara and Hamer tribes) and asked 
for his help in caring for the Mingi children he had rescued, John & Lale co-founded OMO CHILD in 2010. 
John donates his time and a portion of the profits from his photography to support the work of OMO CHILD. 
www.omochild.org 
 
 
 
 



 
As executive producer and director, John is currently working on a full-length documentary through his film 
company, Little Pass Films. The film will focus on the practice of Mingi and the powerful story of Lale 
Labuko’s arduous journey to end Mingi in the Kara tribe. John’s goal is to have the film ready by Fall 2013 
to begin showing at Film Festivals across the country. 
 
John’s Personal Relationship With & Commitment to the Omo Valley Tribes  

By spending more time in Ethiopia’s Omo Valley than almost any other Westerner and demonstrating genuine 
interest, respect and concern for the challenges of the tribal people, John has developed a strong relationship of 
mutual trust with the tribal elders, particularly with the Kara. As a result, John has a deep, burning 
commitment to raising awareness and building partnerships to provide much needed humanitarian assistance 
for the people of the Omo Valley.  

In the summer of 2011, the Kara people were suffering a devastating drought (in its third year throughout all of 
East Africa) and lack of water to grow their crops and feed their families. John personally bought five diesel-
powered water pumps to pump desperately needed water out of the nearby Omo River up the very steep 
embankment to the fields – a distance of about 200 meters. With water again flowing through their earth dug 
trenches and canals, the farmers were able to grow crops in their very productive agricultural land between the 
Dus and Labuk villages.  

John has seen firsthand the humanitarian crisis facing the tribes of the Omo Valley. Tragically, 15 Kara 
children died from a measles epidemic during the summer of 2011. John was there during the epidemic and he 
will never forget the faces of the sick and dying children and their anguished parents. In addition, the Kara 
tribe gets all of its drinking water from the Omo River, which is not clean and causes many water-borne 
illnesses. The Kara tribal elders have pleaded for John & Lale’s help in providing clean water, immunizations 
and medical care for their children. John has promised them that he would help and is driven by his desire to 
fulfill this promise.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


